
Remote education provision: information for parents - 
January 2021  

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 

carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions 

require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the 

final section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 

standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 

remote teaching. 

For any situation requiring remote education at short notice, our first response will always 
be to provide appropriately differentiated work within 24 hours. This is not only a 
reasonable amount of time to prepare online and paper-based resources, but experience 
suggests that the context and resulting actions of any Covid-related alert can change 
during the first day while ‘Test & Trace’ information is being gathered and confirmed. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

If any child is at home because they are required to self-isolate, work will be sent via 

Class Dojo with clear explanation and instruction.  Paper-based packs are made 

available on request from the parents/carers. These are either collected by the parent 

or school staff will deliver on request. 
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 
school? 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 

take pupils broadly the following number of hours each day: 

Primary school-aged pupils For Key Stage 1, approximately three 

hours of remote education each day 

will be provided. In Key Stage 2, this 

increases to 4 hours. This will include, 

as per DfE recommendations; 

recorded, live and direct teaching 

time as well as time for pupils to 

complete tasks and assignments 

independently, such as independent 

reading, practise of key skills etc. 

 

Due to the length of the COVID-19 pandemic and the disruption caused to the 
children’s education, we must accept that we are not able to completely deliver our 
current curriculum offer remotely. Class teachers will need to make some adaptations 
to our usual long and medium-term curriculum plans, to allow the children to access a 
realistic mixture of new subject matter and the chance to practise and focus on 
developing existing knowledge and skills, such as handwriting and simple arithmetic. 

Class teachers have been instructed to focus on ‘key objectives’; those building 
blocks to learning successfully and key facts, skills, concepts and knowledge which 
needs to be fully understood. We need to assess pupils’ knowledge to determine this. 

Class teachers will also have to seek alternatives for traditional practical activities so 
that they can be completed at home. 

It is accepted that, on the full reopening of school, children’s knowledge and 
understanding will be reassessed and a period of ‘recovery curriculum’ will be needed 
prior to resuming our normal curriculum offer.   
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 

the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

Our main platform for delivery of remote learning is Class Dojo, 
https://www.classdojo.com/. However, we do use other platforms, resources and 
online subscriptions, such as Bug Club, White Rose Maths, Times Table RockStars, 
RM Easimaths and Literacy Shed (see below for more information). 

 

St. Martin’s have identified families who may not have access to suitable devices for 

remote education.  Devices have been loaned to families who are in need of this 

provision.  This includes 9 laptops from school’s supply in addition to our Department 

for Education allocation. 

Parents and carers have been encouraged to make contact with school to discuss 

their individual needs should they need support.  

The Class Dojo sign-up from parents and carers suggests that most families can 

access the learning platform from a suitable device. 

We are aware from parent contact and feedback that some parents are working from 
home on strict timetables and deadlines therefore making remote education difficult to 
access; some families have limited access to a range of devices for multiple siblings 
and some families are accessing remote education later in the day due to work com-
mitments.  Therefore our online provision needs to be incredibly flexible in nature – 
this has led to our approach to remote education being asynchronous rather than 
providing continuous ‘live lessons’. 
 

https://www.classdojo.com/
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Our provision is phase and Key Stage specific to allow for increased independence 
throughout the year groups. 
EYFS/KS1: 

- Children have the opportunity to access a daily live session with their class 
teacher in the form of a Zoom meeting. 

- Families receive a weekly overview to outline the learning intentions for the 
week. 

- Teachers post a daily message on Class Dojo to encourage daily contact. 

- Class teachers post additional challenges or suggestions for learning through-
out the week.  These are additional and optional. 

- There will be links to high quality online resources and pre-recorded videos 
that come highly recommended by the DfE, such as Oak National Academy, 
BBC Bitesize and the DfE daily phonics sessions. 

 
KS2: 

- Children have the opportunity to access a daily live session with their class 
teacher in the form of a Zoom meeting. 

-  Teachers provide a daily plan to give structure.  Children are encouraged to 
follow the instructions independently. The intentions for the week are made 
clear through the Monday Zoom call and the daily plan. 

- There will also be links to high quality online resources and pre-recorded vid-
eos that come highly recommended by the DfE, such as Oak National Acad-
emy, BBC Bitesize and the DfE daily phonics sessions. 

 

Our aim is to minimise the amount of worksheets, however any worksheet based re-
source does not have to be printed and can be adapted.  Parents are able to contact 
the class teacher if they need support with this. 
  
Daily Live Zoom Session: 
Class teachers are providing a daily live Zoom session in order to give instruction and 
respond to any feedback and questions from children.  Class teachers log engage-
ment through the week with meetings and work set as usual.   
 

Mathematics: Planning will closely follow the classes’ journey through White Rose 
Maths – and parents will be provided with the relevant resources, which include the 
presentations and worksheets that may be used in class, along with useful video help 
and explanations.  

English:  The teachers use their long and medium term English plan to plan a 
sequence of work around a genre and text type.  This sequence includes reading 
comprehension, GPS skills and specific writing tasks.  Bug Club is in use by all 
children and families (through ActiveLearn logins) and allows children’s reading to be 
monitored (and assessed) remotely with books allocated accordingly. 

RE:  All class teachers are planning from the Diocesan RE syllabus and Religious 
Education is being delivered remotely on a weekly basis.   

Other subjects:  Other core and foundation subjects are timetabled and planned for 
on a weekly basis with relevant resources provided for parents. 
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Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 

for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 

automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 

others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

We have realistic expectations for pupil engagement, which is why our offer is as 
flexible as we can possibly make it. Our daily routines of zoom live sessions, phone 
calls and ongoing communication and messaging through Class Dojo mean that any 
child not engaging is quickly identified and the situation addressed. However, as a 
school we are very aware of the pressures remote education can bring to parents and 
families, and a proportional response is used in all situations to encourage as much 
engagement and participation as possible.  

Class teachers should aim to reassure families, making expectations clear but not 
putting added pressure on home routines that may well have been disrupted due to 
the current situation. It needs to be remembered that any period of self-isolation will 
obviously inconvenience families in different ways. 

 

During full school closure, our routines and timetables have been organised to allow 
all class teachers a balance of contact-time and remote learning time. All class 
teachers are timetabled to teach those children of key workers and other identified 
children who are still attending school, but there is time allocated to monitoring home 
learning and engaging with children and families. 

Messages received via Class Dojo will typically be answered on the same working 
day, but all teachers are expected to apply ‘quiet hours’ settings to enable an 
appropriate work/life balance and replying to parents/pupils outside of usual office 
hours is not expected. ‘Zoom’ sessions will be used to outline expectations, ensure 
children can access digital resources etc. 

Parents will be informed of any concerns, such as a consistent lack of engagement or 
poor performance, via phone call if necessary. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs 

and disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support 

from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we 

will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways: 

 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 

groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

Feedback will be given by teachers and teaching assistants in a variety of ways. Work 

submitted to children’s portfolio’s (such as documents, pictures etc.) on Class Dojo 

will very often be commented on and logged as completed by teachers. Zoom 

sessions will also be used to give feedback on activities set. Activities to more 

formally assess knowledge and understanding will be set by teachers when 

appropriate. 

 

Children with SEND are provided with work and activities that are appropriate to their 
needs, this may be sent individually via Class Dojo or as a paper-based pack.  This 
varies due to parent request.  Our SENDCO, Miss Glass, has the responsibility of 
ensuring the needs of children on the SEND register are being met. Miss Glass can 
monitor the work set (by teachers) and completed (by pupils) using the overview on 
Class Dojo and is also able to monitor engagement through other platforms.  Miss 
Glass may also make contact with parents where necessary. 

 

 

If this situation arises (probably once school has reopened), there will be individual 
communication with affected families to ensure appropriate approaches are taken to 
provide access to a planned and well-sequenced curriculum with meaningful and 
ambitious work each day in several different subjects, including providing feedback. It 
is very likely in this scenario that existing platforms and resources would be used 
alongside regular communication with teaching staff. 

 


